JES.
JEHOVAH. One of the names given in Scripture to ALMIGHTY GOD, and peculiar to HIM, signifying the BEING who is self-existent, and gives existence to others. The name is also given to our Blessed SAVIOUR, Is. xl. 3, and is a proof of His GODHEAD, Matt. iii. 3. Is. vi. John, xii. 41. The Jews had so great a veneration for this name, that they left off the custom of pronouncing it, whereby its true pronunciation was forgotten.
JESUITS, or society of JESUS; a famous religious order of the Romish Church, founded by Ignatius Loyola, a Spanish knight, in the sixteen century. The plan which this fanatic formed of its constitution and laws, was suggested, as he gave out, by the immediate inspiration of Heaven, But, notwithstanding this high pretension, his design met at first with'violent opposition. The Pope, to whom Loyola had applied for the sanction of his authority to confirm the institution, referred his petition to a committee of cardinals. They represented the establishment to be unnecessary, as well as dangerous, and Paul the pope refused to grant his approbation of it. At last, Loyola removed all his scruples, by an offer which it was impossible for any pope to resist. He proposed, that besides the three vows of poverty, of chastity, and of monastic obedience, which are common to all the orders of regulars, the members of his society should take a fourth vow of obedience to the Pope, binding themselves to go whithersoever he should command for the service of religion, and without requiring anything from the holy see for their support. At a time when the papal authority had received such a shock by the reformation of many Churches, at a time when every part of the popish system was attacked with so much violence and success, the acquisition of a body of men, thus peculiarly devoted to the "see of Rome, and whom it might set in opposition to all its enemies, was an object of the highest consequence. The Pope instantly perceiving this, confirmed the institution of the Jesuits by his bull; granted the most ample privileges to the members of the'society, and appointed Loyola to be the first general of the order. The event fully justified Paul's discernment in expecting such beneficial consequences to the see of Rome from this institution. In less than half a century the society ob-